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Music Department 
Illinois State University 
ISU West African Drumming and 
Dance Ensemble (W ADDE) 
and 
The BiaJo Dance Theater 
present 
"Dancing Our Diversity" 
Guest Artist: Dr. K wasi Aduonum 
Metcalf School - Hayden Auditorium 
Saturday Evening 
April 8, 2000 
8:00 p.m. 
The one-hundred seventeenth program of the 1999-2000 Season. 
PROGRAM 
Libation 
Dr. Kwasi Aduonum and Dr. Ebenie Adeniyi 
Tumbaliyans (The Village Drummers) Kwasi Aduonum 
(born 1939) 
W ADDE and Biajo Dance Theater 
Agoo! 
Folk-song Medley Akan Folksong 
Ka-ka-ka-ka 
SansaAkroma 
Ye Ma Mo Akwaaba ooo (Welcome) 
WADDE 
Fanga Senegalese traditional dance 
BiaJo group taught by Sister Moremi Hunt 
Inauguration of Ghanaian Instruments 
Kwasi Aduonum 
Agoro Baako Oforiwaa Aduonum 
(born 1969) 
WADDE 
Agoro Oforiwaa Aduonum 
WADDE 
Nkomo Oforiwaa Aduonum 
Biajo Dance Theater 
Asafo Oforiwaa Adounum 
WADDE 
Sinte Guinea traditional dance 
Biajo Dance Theater 
Audience Participation 
Kwasi Aduonum 
Salamatu Banza Kwasi Aduonum 
F.A.C.E (Faces of Aspiration, Confidence, and Empowerment) 
WADDE 
Homage to the "Venus Hottentot" Oforiwaa Adounum 
Buwumu 
Biajo Dance Theater 
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Bloomington, I Hurt 
Dancing Our Diversity 
Boboobo 
Oforiwaa Aduonum 
Ewe traditional dance 
Biajo Dance Theater and W ADDE 
BiaJo Dance Theater Community 
Oforiwaa Aduonum, Artistic Director 
Kayode Ajayi , drummer 
W ADDE Personnel 
Oforiwaa Aduonum, Director 
Amanda Abbott (Akosua) 
Corey Beirne (Kwadwo) 
Adam Fehlberg 
Candice Halbert (Yaa) 
Delecta Harris (Akua) 
Jamillah Garcia(Ama Ewia) 
Octavia Howard (Adwoa) 
Christopher Lackey (Kwame) 
Jennifer Lampkin 
Gwendolyn Marzano (Akua Anoma) 
Benjamin Michael (Kwabena) 
Darya Pink (Arna Nsuo) 
Tyrone Redmond 
GatTy Moore, drummer 
Christina Calbert 
Danielle Cochran, drummer 
Bianca Daniels 
Clarence Evans, drummer 
Michelle Hines 
Octavia Hughes 
Lakeesha James 
Charmin McCullough 
Joycelyn Mensah 
Tyrone Redmond, drummer 
Kisha Roberts 
Keisha Walker 
Laura Flores 
The Musical Instruments 
Apentemma - Small goblet-shaped drums 
Kpanlogo dance drum set - Cylindrical-shaped drums 
Dawurol Atoke - Single bell 
Nnawuta/Gankogui - Double bell 
Torowa/Axatse - Gourd rattle 
Gyamadudu/Brekete - Cylindrical bass drum 
Donno/Adodo - Hourglass-shaped drum 
Dr. Kwasi Aduonum, Ghanaian (West African) master drummer and 
dancer, holds a Bachelor's degree in Music and a diploma in African 
music from the University of Ghana, and a Master's and Doctorate in 
Music Education from the University of Michigan. He is the former 
director/conductor of the Ghana National Symphony Orchestra, has 
worked for the Chicago Board of Education, and is the current director of 
the Africkana Rhythmic Orchestra in Chicago. He is a performer of 
traditional African music, music educator, composer, conductor, teacher, 
accordionist, and story teller who has disseminated African music and 
dance around .the United States and beyond. 
Notes 
• Libation is a ceremony that is performed to invite the Ancestors and Mother Earth to 
bless the ceremony and pa11ake in it as well. 
• Agoro was choreographed to celebrate the beauty and power of the female form. 
• Bialo means Come (Bia - lgbo language of Nigeria) Dance (Jo - Yoruba and Ga 
languages of Nigeria and Ghana, respectively).The BiaJo Dance Theatre is a cultural 
arts group, formed to preserve and celebrate the drum and dance traditions of the 
African experience. Formed in 2000 at Illinois State University, the group is 
comprised of ISU students and members of the Bloomington-Normal community. 
• 
• 
Boboobo is a celebratory dance that is performed after harvest to give thanks to 
Mother Earth and the Ancestors. It is performed by the Ewe of southeastern Ghana 
B11wu111u was choreographed to emancipate all Black/African Women from negative 
stereotypes about their physique. 
Fanga is a welcome dance from the Wolof of Senegal, West Africa. 
Nkomo (Dialogue). This piece was choreographed to engender dialogue between two 
opposing groups 
Sinte is a dance of the Nalu of Guinea that is performed by mothers after their sons 
have successfully completed the circumcision ritual. Circumcision is a rite of passage 
that symbolizes the transition from boyhood to manhood. This particular selection is 
performed by the sisters and other girls of the community. 
The Akan and Ewe are two ethnic groups in Ghana. The Ewe people are located on 
the southeastern comer of Ghana and Western Togo 
Dr. Ebenie Adeniyi is the academic advisor for the Theatre Department. 
Guest Artist: Dr. Kwasi Aduonum 
Special Thanks: 
We would like to express our appreciation to all who helped make this 
performance a success. 
I would specifically like to thank the Music Department for investing in the 
instruments and Tom Shadid (Chief Accountant, Comptroller's Office) and Alan 
Meister (Inventory Specialist, Central Receiving) for picking up instruments 
from O'Hare International Airport. 
Aseda Pii - Thank You 
Dr. Ebenie Adeniyi - Academic Advisor, Theatre Department 
Dr. Arved Larsen - Associate to Dean, Graduate Studies of Research 
Dr. James Major - Chair, Music Department 
Dr. Rossevelt Newson - Dean of the College of Fine Arts 
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